Stone Canyon Creek
Bird Census Form

INSTRUCTIONS


The goal of this bird census to get some idea of the species composition and relative abundance of birds at Stone Canyon Creek.  By counting birds from a set location for a set duration, we’ll gather data that can be directly compared to data collected at other times using the same protocol.  Here’s what to do when you conduct a bird census: 

1. Go to Stone Canyon Creek; it’s located behind the Collins Building at the Anderson Business School.  

2. Next, simply start counting birds and filling in the chart as you go.  Start at the “center” of the count area, the red X on the attached map, but feel free to move around as much as you need to in order to get a better view of birds in the area (you can move north to the Big Lawn and south to the grated culvert).  Under “Qty” write the number of a particular species observed, check “S” if the species was seen, “H” if it was heard.  Use the notes section to write down characteristics of unknown birds or describe how the birds you’re observing are using the stream area.
3. End the count after 10 minutes. If you find new birds after that, begin a new census or just make a note of them. 

4. After your count, send an e-mail of your results to creeksurvey@birdsofwestwood.com , or drop them off in the marked envelope of the M.E.M. Botanical Garden Office, or in the CALPIRG box outside 160 Kerckhoff.  

TIPS: Once you’ve identified a bird, move on and try to find and identify others.  If there’s a bird with which you’re unfamiliar, jot down some brief notes describing it and then move on to counting other birds around you.  Also, only count birds in the stream area; if you hear a bird far away or see one flying high overhead, make a note of it, but don’t count it.  Finally, try to keep track of individual birds and count each only once.

COUNT FORM

Date:




Observer(s):









Weather/Conditions Affecting Count:










START TIME:


DURATION:




	Species Observed
	Qty
	S?
	H?
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Additional Species or Notes:






















































http://www.birdsofwestwood.com/creeksurvey.htm

